Resources for the new Adult Literacy Core Curriculum

Words in Action

Words in Action makes intelligent use
of multimedia technology to provide
an adult literacy course which helps
students develop the full range of
communication skills.

How does it work?

Words in Action is a development of CTAD’s award-
winning and widely acclaimed New Reading Disc. It
is a useful progression for users of 7he New Reaing
Disc, offering a different range of topics and
vocabulary. It uses the same learning structure to
help people with their reading and writing, talking,
listening and debating skills. Learners grow in
confidence by developing their reading and writing
techniques at their own pace using a combination
of simulated activities and skillbuilding exercises.

Multimedia — sound, pictures and video as well as

text — are used in a highly focused and effective way:

« comprehensive audiovisual help is provided for
users

« use of spoken instructions means that learners do
not need to be able to read to use the program

« everything learners see on screen can be read out
to them

o learners can create their own texts and practise
reading from them

« learners can see their own words on screen and be
prompted as to what to say with their own voice

« texts that learners have been working on are
automatically included in the reading exercises

« learners can work at their own speed and in the
way that suits them best.

Any text that learners create, and many of the
exercises, can also be printed out and used as
worksheets away from the computer or as evidence
for standards-based qualifications.

What'’s different about Words in Action?

As well as different graphics, Words in Action

contains the following additional features:

« an introduction for tutors — a set of slideshows
giving tutors information and advice on how to
use the software

« built-in guided tours — on-screen help which
will help students to use the program
independently of tutor support

« updated content — new subjects for the Writing
an article, Having a debate and Writing a letter
activities

« Content Builder — a facility which allows tutors
to customise the product for the particular needs
of their students (e.g. vocational training, special
needs, ESOL) by creating their own content for
the article, debate and letter-writing activities.

What does it contain?

There are five main areas of activity and an
authoring facility (the Content Builder). The text
creation, exercises and games combine to make up a
potentially infinite number of activities. There is
also a library of photographs which students can use
to enhance the look of their documents.

Writing an article
Learners choose from a
range of stimulating

Writing an artichy «

topics — for example
prison, AIDS,
training, youngsters
behaving badly,
employment — and
they can select

sentences to put

together to create an article that reflects their own
views, edit the sentences supplied on the disc, or
type in their own views on the subject and record
their own voice-over. Tutors can create articles
tailor-made to their students’ needs using the
Content Builder.



Having a debate

Thought-provoking subjects, such as poverty, the
lottery, retirement and the Royal Family, are
presented so that learners can see and hear people
expressing their views. This is aimed at encouraging
them to create their own response by choosing
sentences or by writing their own — and recording
them as well, if they choose to.

Writing a letter
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By using the sentences
and phrases in the
program as a starting

point, learners will be e
able to go on to write
their own letters —
both formal (a prospective

employer, a bank manager) and informal (family
and friends). They can copy and paste their work

into a wordprocessor and lay it out as a real letter.

Exercises

Six different word
games combine fun
with a sound
educational content.
They draw on the
words and sentences

from the article section
and give practice in basic skills. Familiar game
formats (such as hangman and space invaders) help
learners to grow in confidence and skill. Skills
include alphabetical sorting, spelling, word
prediction and substitution, comprehension, and key
word recognition. Material containing phonic word
patterns can be added using the Content Builder.

Words in Action and the National
Qualifications Framework

Words in Action can support

literacy learners in
many areas of the
National Qualifications
Framework. The wide
range of materials on
the disc enhances
different levels of work.

Cambridge Training and Development Ltd

Lincoln House, The Paddocks
347 Cherry Hinton Road, Cambridge CB1 8DH

tel. (01223) 470480 fﬂx (01223) 470481
e-mail sales@ctad.co.uk
web site http:/[www.ctad.co.uk

Content Builder

Tutors can add new content to the article, debate and
letter-writing sections. Many tutors involve learners
in this highly motivating activity. The program
automatically makes games out of the new content.

Who is it for?

Improving the nation’s literacy is one of the
Government’s top priorities: people who have
problems with reading and writing face real
difficulties in work and education, and this has
significant economic and social consequences.

Words in Action offers great flexibility, and it can be

used across a wide age range and by people at many

stages in the learning process, including:

« young adults aged 16+ in colleges

« students aged 14+ in schools who need adult
material and help with developing their
communication skills

« adults attending literacy centres

« adults working in businesses who need to brush
up their skills

« learners of English as a second language.

What equipment is needed to run it?

In order to run Words in Action you will need a
multimedia PC with the following as a minimum:

« 486 DX2 66 MHz

« 8 Mb RAM (16 Mb recommended)
« hard disc

« CD-ROM drive

« 256-colour, 640 x 480 VGA monitor

» 16-bit sound card

« speakers or headphones

. Mmouse

. Windows®—compatible printer.

How can | find out more?

For more information, or to place an order for
Words in Action, please contact CTAD’s sales and
marketing team at the address below.
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